
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6171

As of January 13, 2006

Title:  An act relating to preparing bilingual and special education teachers.

Brief Description:  Creating a demonstration project to help prepare bilingual and special
education teachers.

Sponsors:  Senators McAuliffe, Schmidt, Rasmussen and Kohl-Welles.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Early Learning, K-12 & Higher Education:  1/16/06.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING, K-12 & HIGHER EDUCATION

Staff:  Stephanie Yurcisin (786-7438)

Background:  Classified school employees are personnel who do not hold a professional
education certificate issued by the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction or are
employed by a school district in a position that does not require such a certificate.  There is
concern about the shortage of qualified, certificated teachers in the areas of bilingual education
and special education, and it is believed that classified employees, who have already  
expressed a commitment and interest in working for the public schools, could be good
candidates for certification in these shortage areas.

In 2000 and 2001, the Legislature provided $1 million to fund a conditional scholarship
demonstration project for classified employees to become teachers.  This program has not
been funded since 2001.

The Legislature has sporadically funded a statutory conditional teacher's scholarship program.
In 2005-2007, the Legislature provided $500,000 for the program.  This program is open to
anyone seeking a teaching certificate, although priority has generally been given to
participants seeking certification or an endorsement in math, science, technology, special
education, bilingual education, or participants willing to work in a shortage area.

Three alternative routes exist to earn teacher certification.  Prospective teacher candidates
using one of these alternative routes can earn certification in a shorter time than through a
traditional program.  Two of the three routes are specific to classified school employees.

Summary of Bill:  A demonstration project is created that helps classified public K-12 school
employees to earn a teaching certificate with an endorsement for bilingual or special
education. This project will provide conditional scholarships through the future teachers
conditional scholarship program and loan repayment program or through one of the alternative
routes to teacher certification.
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The Higher Education Coordinating Board (HEC Board) will submit findings by January 2008
to the Legislature and the Governor about the impact of this demonstration project on entrants
into the teaching profession in the shortage areas of bilingual education and special education.

The alternative route conditional scholarship program and the future teachers conditional
scholarship program are amended to allow the funds provided for the demonstration project to
be distributed within the applicable rules, as determined appropriate by the HEC Board in
consultation with the Professional Educators Standards Board.

Appropriation:  $1,000,000.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 13, 2006.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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